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THE ROSE PETAL

A Member of the American Rose Society

Message from co-President Geoff Coolidge:

Time to feed the roses.

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve had someone come 
out to our nursery and get really excited over all the 
hundreds of flowers and immediately want to plant a 
rose garden. We sometimes spend an hour or two 
discussing the various types of roses, their growth 
habits, disease resistance  and of course feeding.
Their enthusiasm rubs off on me as well and I envision 
some new members to the rose society, possibly future 
rose show exhibitors. We discuss the soil. Potting mix 
for pots and compost to replace the sand in their yards 
for roses planted in the ground. And of course the 
feeding.  Unfortunately, most of the time my words fall 
on deaf ears or at best in one and out the other. Usually 
about three weeks later I will get a phone call and learn 
that their roses don’t look so good. I ask all the usual 
questions, like, have you planted them yet? Believe it or 
not, lots of them haven’t. I have fallen into that category 
of gardener having purchased many a plant only to let it 
die in its original container before getting around to 
planting it. If they have planted their roses I ask if they 
put in the “good” soil. About half the time the answer is 
no, but is it too late to sprinkle some on top? My third 
question is, did you add the fertilizer I told you about? 
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Continued from p. 1

Again, most of the time the answer is no, but not all of the time.  Sometimes I get the call from 
someone that did put in some new soil with fertilizers and is calling to tell me how wonderfully 
their roses are growing. I think that once you see the result of your efforts, you might look 
forward to feeding your roses and will definitely notice when they are hungry. 

Our dog Lucky is an eight pound dachshund. He has a little wire stand that holds two bowls 
labeled “food” and “water” and when those bowls are empty, Lucky uses his paw to drag stand 
and all into the middle of the floor as a friendly reminder that he is hungry. Before he started 
dragging it into the middle of the kitchen I would frequently walk past those empty bowls. 
Lucky is such a smart dog. I’m so proud of him, I starve him just to show my friends what he 
can do when they come over. 

If your roses are well fed, they will, of course, have lots of flowers and new buds. The leaves 
will be large and dark green as opposed to small pale and veined. When you cut a flower, new 
purple growth will flush out right away foretelling the next flush of blooms and causing quite a 
stir among the insect population in your neighborhood.

 Now is the time to feed. During the winter months it is hard to over feed your roses. I like to 
use timed release and organic fertilizers, but any type will do. Just feed them. During the 
winter months, in addition to the fertilizers I put in the soil, I add liquid fertilizers to my weekly 
fungicide spray as well. I use stuff like fish emulsion, Peters 20-20-20, Mimik, Epsom salts. 
Just about anything that I can dissolve in water. Roses will really respond to good feeding. 
Just remember that they also need plenty of water along with their fertilizer. 
This is the Johnny Becnel double secret probation once (according to Johnny) a year fertilizer 
program.

It works. If you can’t find all of the ingredients, put down the ones you can find, and when you 
see the fantastic results you will scour the earth to find the rest of the ingredients. Or go to 
Uncle Bims on Belvedere and pick them up.
1 ½ cups fish meal or cotton seed meal ( both are great, but I use cotton seed because Lucky 
won’t dig it up)
1 ½  milorganite
1 cup 9 month timed release fertilizer, (I use Osmocote because it is sulfur coated urea and 
roses love sulfur)
½ cup of alfalfa meal or pellets
½ cup of Epsom salts
½ cup limestone
½ cup gypsum
2 table spoons of blood meal

This formula is per plant. Pull back the mulch and scratch the fertilizer into the soil around 
your plant, water them and watch them jump.

http://gpbrs.org
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The following is a very good article I borrowed from “The Florosia “  this month.  I believe it’s been 
reproduced before, but the graphics are very instructive, and bear repeating.  Thanks 
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This article is from “Basal Breaks”, Jeff Garret, editor
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In case you’re interested in hybridizing new roses, here’s some interesting information from 
Billie Flynn, from Louisiana.  Google “New Dawn” to see this beauty and where to shop for it. 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First Plant Patent 
information collected by Billie Flynn - CenLa Rose Soc 

Patents were granted by the Greeks as early as 500 BC. Patents were 
used to protect the inventor’s rights to profits. By the 1600s the English 
had developed an elaborate legal patent system used in much of 
Europe. 

The first U.S. patent was granted in 1790 for a formula used in soap-
making. Until 1930 U.S. patents were de- fined in language dated to 
laws of 1793 written by Thomas Jefferson stating patents could be 
obtained for: “any new and useful (art) process, machine, manufacture, 
or composition of matter, or any new or useful improvement thereof.” 

The patent code said nothing about patenting a living thing and many 
applications from nursery-men were reject- ed. It was ruled that new 
varieties of plants were not inventions and therefore could not be made 
anyone’s exclu- sive property. There was a fearful reluctance to grant 
anyone patent rights to plants/food sources. 

Meanwhile, nurserymen were developing hundreds of improved 
varieties of fruit trees that never came to market for lack of profit. In 
1930, Paul Stark, of Stark Brothers Nursery, then the Chairman of the 
Nat’l Committee of American Nurserymen was eager to profit from the 
release of his Golden Delicious Apple, drafted another meas- ure to 
secure a Plant Patent Act. 

Finally, endorsements rained down on congress from the American 
Farm Bureau Federation, the International Apple Association, 
agricultural experiment stations, farmers, horticulturalists, nurserymen, 
and Thomas Edison pointing out that Congress could do nothing better 
for American agriculture than pass a Plant Patent Act. 

After much deliberation and protective restrictions, the Plant Patent Act 
of 1930 was passed. The first plant pa- tent was issued August 18, 1931 
to amateur gardener Henry Bosenberg for the hardy, repeat blooming, 
climbing rose, ‘New Dawn’ which was a sport (mutation) of the once 
blooming rambler ‘Dr. Van Fleet’. 

http://gpbrs.org
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Because January is a good time to use organic fertilizers, this article should be of interest to you.
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!   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !

GREATER PALM BEACH ROSE SOCIETY NEWS!

!   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   !   ! 


Our January meeting will be, as usuaL, on the fourth Monday evening of the month.  In 
other words, on January 23, at 7:15, after the board meeting at 6:00.  Members are always 
welcome to attend the board meeting if interested.  Many of the board members will have 
been attending the Mid-Winter Meeting of the Deep South District, as it’s our club’s turn to 
host the meeting. Our past president Bill Langford has been spearheading that effort.

Our speaker will be our co-President Geoff Coolidge, and he’ll be demonstrating pruning 
techniques.  He will also be giving us some ideas of how to deal with scale on our roses, which 
has been a problem this year in particular.


Many members have been asking after news of Mike Becker and his wife Pat.  In 2021, 
around Christmas, Pat became very ill, and after a lengthy diagnostic period, she was finally 
found to have serious inflammation of the pancreas.  As the days and months went by, Pat 
was fighting for her life, and in very serious condition.  Now, over a year later, Pat is finally 
home, still having issues, but much improved, and hopefully on the way to full recovery.

If you wish to send your best wishes to Pat and Mike, here is their contact info:


Mike and Pat Becker, 11110 Southwest Rose Apple  Court, Port St. Lucie, 34987

    becker.mike@att.net.   


We at the GPBRS all wish a speedy recovery and a much happier 2023 to Pat and Mike


http://gpbrs.org
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Cool Roses 
 

Roses budded onto Fortuniana 
rootstock ...”The Exhibitors’ Choice” 

Modern, Miniature and OGRs 
One of the largest selections of 
Fortuniana grafted Minis and 

Minifloras 
Custom Budding on Fortuniana by 

request 
Newest must-have roses from the top 

hybridizers 
We have Fortuniana budded 

Delbard Roses and David Austin 
English Roses! 

www.coolroses.com Ph: 561-310-8508 

E-mail: info@coolroses.com 
 

Benefits of ARS Membership  

You can renew (or join) online at: http://www.rose.org/
join-renew/.  Consider taking advantage of their four 
month, $10 trial offer.

• Five issues of the American Rose magazine 
plus the end-of-the-year issue of the American 
Rose Annual. These bi-monthly 84-page issues, 
devoted exclusively to roses and rose culture, 
feature informative articles and beautiful color 
photography for beginners and experienced 
rose growers alike. View a free issue online. 

• The annual issue of The Handbook for 
Selecting Roses, a rose-buying guide to over 
3,000 roses. 

• Members-only online access to Modern Roses 
Database with information on every rose 
variety.

• Online access to five quarterly bulletins, the 
Mini/Miniflora Bulletin, Old Garden Rose & 
Shrub Gazette, Rose Arrangers’ Bulletin, Rose 
Exhibitors’ Forum and Singularly Beautiful 
Roses are available online to ARS members 
only. 

• Partner program offers discounts at various 
merchants with new partners being added 
continuously.  

http://gpbrs.org
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ROSES ON THE WWW 

rosegardeningworld.com
theheritagerosegroup.org
rosegardeningworld.com
theheritagerosesgroup.org
worldrose.org
rosemagazine.com
Rose File: www.rosefile.com (rose ID) 
Help Me Find: www.helpmefind.com (rose ID) 

American Rose Society: 
www.rose.org (rose information) 
UCI IPM website: 
http://ipm.ucanr.edu (pest information) 
Baldo Villegas Bugs and Roses: 
www.sactorose.org (rose and pest info) 
RoseShow.com: 
http://roseshow.com (rose show results) 

Heritage Rose Foundation: https://
www.heritagerosefoundation.org (education 
about and preservation of old roses) 

Rose Hybridizers Association: https://
rosebreeders.org (all about hybridizing) 

The Redneck Rosarian: http://
www.redneckrosarian.com (podcasts and more) 
The Heritage Roses Group: http://
www.theheritagerosesgroup.org (education about 
old garden and species roses) 

FACEBOOK 
Cool Roses

Americans Rose Society

K&M Roses

#Rose Chat

Rose Gardening World

GREATER PALM BEACH ROSE SOCIETY  
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2023

NAME_________________________

ADDRESS_________________________

_______________

 CITY__________________________

STATE _____________ 

ZIP___________________ 

PHONE (_____)________________________

EMAIL ______________________________ 

OCCUPATION___________________

(optional) 
BIRTHDAY (MO.)___________(DAY)__________

___ NEW MEMBER ___ RENEWAL 

Choose one type of membership below: 

___ANNUAL MEMBERS DUES : $25.00 

___ CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS : $35.00 

(Membership period runs from January to 
December. As of January 2023, dues 
will rise to $25.00 for a single, 
$35.00 for couple or contributing) 

Make checks payable to: GPBRS and 
mail with this form to: 

Bob Ewart, 445 NW 10th St., Boca 
Raton FL 33432-2542 

http://gpbrs.org
http://rosegardeningworld.com
http://theheritagerosegroup.org
http://rosegardeningworld.com
http://theheritagerosesgroup.org
http://worldrose.org
http://rosemagazine.com
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Florida Rose Resources

 
Angel Gardens 
P.O. Box 1106 Alachua, FL 32616 
352-359; gardenangel22@gmail.com www.angelgardens.com; Own-Root, Organically Grown, 
Old Garden Roses (Teas, Chinas, Noisettes, Bourbons, polyanthas, Hps, Earth-Kind), Modern 
shrubs, climbers, miniatures, Buck, Austin, Weeks roses, Rare Imports, Specializing in roses for 
warm climates. Almost 2000 vars, Catalog on line, order year round qts. and gallons. Potted and 
bare root. 
10% DISCOUNT AVAILABLE TO ARS MEMBERS 

A Reverence for Roses 
7073 N Lecanto Hwy Hernando, FL 34442 Sales@areverenceforroses.com 
www.areverenceforroses.com; Own root. Heritage, Modern, Species. 500+ vars. Mail order 
(all 50 states) 10% DISCOUNT TO ARS MEMBERS 

Rose Petals Nursery 
16918 SW 15th Avenue Newberry, FL 32669 352-215-6399; roses@rosepetalsnursery.com 
www.rosepetalsnursery.com; Own-root. Potted or in bands. Antique & Earth-Kind. 500+ vars. 
Mail orders welcome. 

Cool Roses 
 852 B Chase Road West Palm Beach, FL 33415 561-684-2421; geoffcoolidge@comcast.net 
www.coolroses.com; Fortuniana (warm weather). Modern, Miniature & Old Garden. 150+ vars. 
Website list. Email for orders. 


Please note, Cool Roses has moved to a nearby location.  Their address is no longer 888 Chase 
Road, it is now 852 B Chase Road.

http://gpbrs.org


THE GREATER PALM BEACH ROSE SOCIETY JANUARY  2023

gpbrs.org .    11

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2022


Co-Presidents, 	 Debbie & Geoff Coolidge


Debbie 561-313-0077, 	 Geoff 561 310-8508


coolidge38@gmail.com


Past President, Bill Langford    561-309-8736


whl2@prodigy.net


1st Vice President.  Position vacant, applicants 
welcome!!


2nd Vice President, Membership If you can help call 
Debbie or Bill or Nakita, who is taking a leave of 
absence while baby is small. 


Nakita Daniels	 351-246-3334


nsdaniels7@gmail.com


Secretary,	 Karen Sullivan 	 561-596-8072


Treasurer,	 Bob Ewart	 	 561-445-2483


jinnicky@bobsown.net


Hospitality	  Susan Leiken	 561-373-9371


Directors:


	 Mike Becker	 	 817-522-2970


	 Maria Wolfe	 	 561-386-4903


	 Fred Frappier	 561-951-8232


	 Frank Sullivan	 561-596-8071


Newsletter Editor	 Kathy Rose 	 561-665-0535


kathleenarose@gmail.com


Website	 Bob Ewart	 561-445-2483


jinnicky@bobsown.net


Consulting Rosarians
Our Consulting Rosarians are appointed 
by the American Rose Society after 
spending years growing roses and being 
tested on their overall knowledge of roses 
and their care.  They freely share this 
knowledge with anyone who loves roses 
and wants to grow them.


Debbie Coolidge			  561-313-0077

Geoff Coolidge.      561-310-8508

geoffcoolidge@comcast.net


Bill Langford        561-309-8736

WHL2@prodigy.net


*Mike Becker	         817-522-2970

becker.mike@att.net   

* Master Rosarian 


Disclaimer: While the advice and 
information in this newsletter is believed to 

be true and accurate at the time of 
publication, neither the authors nor the 
editor accept any legal responsibility for 

any errors of omissions that may ave been 
made.  We make no warranty, expressed or 

implied with regard to the material 
contained within.

The club has an urgent need for more 
participation at the board and 

committee levels.  We know we have 
many talented members, and for the 
club to continue to thrive, we invite 

anyone interested to contact any of the 
board members.  Their contact info is 

on the left.

mailto:geoffcoolidge@comcast.net
mailto:WHL2@prodigy.net
mailto:coolidge38@gmail.com
mailto:whl2@prodigy.net
mailto:nsdaniels7@gmail.com
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