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Fall Cleanup!

It's that time of year where our roses
wake up from the Hot and Humid
summer. Blooms will once again be
huge and vibrant. Now would be a
great time to clean up prune! Take off
any dead or crossing canes. You can
also bring your tall and leggy

bushes down, pruning off 1/3. Shaping
is so important to keeping your roses
healthy and beautiful. While light
pruning, remove any diseased leaves
and rake up the ground surrounding
the rose bush. And test your soil!!!
Make sure your PH is between 5.5 and
6.5 for optimal rose health. A good
dose of compost would be beneficial!
Also staking your roses on fortuniana is
important as the roots are no as deep on
fortuniana and the bushes are more
prone to rocking. Below is a really great
article by CFRS Master Rosarian, Marty
Pawlikowski.
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Staking Fortuniana Grafted Roses

aw

Fortuniana is considered the best rootstock choice for Florida. It performs extremely well in our sandy soils, is
nematode resistant, and more resistant to gall, stem dieback, and to root diseases. In addition, it is more drought-
tolerant than any other common rootstocks, and is able to extract fertilizer nutrients from a wide variety of soils.
Fortuniana is comprised of many fine feeder roots that are generally in the top 14 inches of the soil extending out
many feet from the bush in all directions. This allows for greater adsorption of water and soluble minerals. Until
established, these fine feeder roots do not provide adequate stability for the top-heavy upper portion of the plant. As
the bush matures over a few years time, these feeder roots will become a large enough mass throughout the bed to
provide needed support.

Young Fortuniana grafted roses should be securely staked. If left un-staked, bushes can blow over in a storm, become
uprooted and also possibly break off at the graft. On young bushes the section of Fortuniana between the graft (aka
bud union) and the ground is flexible. The graft may not be completely healed/fused. Therefore, when a new bush is
planted in the garden it is important to provide support for the top portion of the bush and also prevent the graft from
breaking. In addition to keeping the root ball firmly in the ground, staking will also keep the plant and the graft in an
upward position, encouraging new canes to grow uniformly from all areas of the graft. As the plant matures, the stake
provides additional support while the roots develop to provide a firm foundation in the soil. Given to these purposes,
little instruction can be found on how to best stake a rose bush, and typical of rose growing, there are multiple
opinions on the technique of staking. Over many years, while visiting numerous rose gardens, | have observed various
methods of staking Fortuniana grafted roses. Whatever method is used, the desired result is to keep the bush standing
upright while providing support for the top of the bush above the graft, and lessening any tension on the graft so the
bud union can grow smoothly to allow new canes to emerge. One staking method which seems very popular is to tie
the shank of the rose bush (main “trunk” below the graft) to a stake placed inches away from the shank. This method
DOES NOT provide adequate support for the top of the bush or the bud union.

When staking a bush, | look for one of the sturdier canes, (even on a young bush), that is growing in an outward
direction away from the bud union. It is important to note that this is a sacrificial cane, as over time it usually will
deteriorate. We are not concerned that the cane used for staking will produce blooms, but rather it is used to only
support the bush. Very young bushes can be temporarily staked with a piece of sturdy bamboo or a standard garden
stake. As the bush matures, we recommend a much more
substantial stake utilizing a section of 1/2 to 3/8 inch
diameter rebar that is 3 1/2 to 4 feet long. Once the
“staking” cane has been identified, the rebar is placed
where it is to be tied to the “staking” cane insuring the e
plant is standing straight and not leaning. The rebar is then .
hammered into the ground a minimum of one foot. A

section of PVC pipe or old garden hose is then slipped over ¥
the above ground portion of rebar. This covering keeps the ~ )
cane from rubbing against the rebar and serves as Otitward
insulation from the heat absorbed by the rebar from the :

: g 2 B facing cane
sun. Using stretchy vinyl “plant tie tape”, pull off a length
sufficient to double the tape (fold in half) and wrap snuggly e secur(la(d 10
around the cane and the stake two times and tie in a knot. rafiug unlon § s
It is not recommended to use wire (or similar) to tie the
cane to the stake, but rather something that will stretch \ Rebar
and not cut into the cane as it grows. Only one stake per stake
plant will be required. The staking to the sacrificial cane
remains until the cane breaks or no longer can support the
plant.
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WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!

Greater Palm Beach Rose Society is assisting Tropical Rose Society in planning the
Deep South District Conference, February 28 - March 1, 2025 in Gainesville, FL. We
have spectacular speakers planned and it's always a fun event! We need assistance
with the raffle prizes! We would appreciate anyone who would like to make a basket
or solicit gift certificates or donate anything that would be appropriate! Please contact
any of our board members!!!
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ROSE SHOW!!!!! SAVE THE DATE! FEBRUARY 9, 2025 we will
be hosting a Rose Show at Mounts Botanical Gardens
Plantapaloosa. Enter your roses!!! Beginners are always
welcome! We will be giving tips and tricks at each meeting from
now until the Rose Show. Just bring a rose and one of our
Rosarian Judges will evaluate it for you!
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TICKETS ON SALE
NOW! Our Partner
Ballet Palm Beach

Ballet Palm Beach season performances
have become available! To get more
information on the performances or

to purchase tickets: Ballet Palm Beach

UPCOMING EVENTS!!!

Editor's Note:

This year's calendar! We had a lot of fun
educational and social events last year. We
hope to top it this year!

September 23, 2024, 7:00 pm, Mounts: Rejoin your friends at our monthly
meeting at Mounts Botanical Garden. This speaker will educate and
entertain you. "New Rose Sustainability Trials in South Florida" with Dr.
Kimberly Anne Moore, Environmental Horticulturist, Associate Center
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Director and Professor, UF/IF AS, Ft. Lauderdale Research and Education
Center. Bring a rose for the Rose Show evaluation!!!

October 11-13, 2024: DEEP SOUTH DISTRICT FALL CONFERENCE & ROSE
SHOW - Gainesville, FL. Hosted by the Gainesville and Marion County Rose

Societies.

October 28, 2024, 7:00 pm, Mounts: Back by popular demand...Rose
Propagation with ARS Consulting Rosarian, Denise Abruzzese. Bring a rose

for the Rose Show evaluation!!!

November 25, 2024, 7:00 pm, Mounts: Report from the American Rose
Society's National Convention in Rhode Island” with our very own Master
Consulting Rosarian, Mike Becker. Mike will attend the convention and fill

us in on everything he learned! Bring a rose for the Rose Show evaluation!!!

December 5, 2024: Holiday Party at Mounts Botanical Gardens

February 9, 2025: Rose Show at Mounts Botanical Gardens

February 28 - March 2, 2025: Deep South District Meeting - Gainesville, FL.
Hosted by Tropical Rose Society and assisted by Greater Palm Beach Rose

Society.

I can't wait to see you all!!!

Denise Abruzzese, Consulting Rosarian, Editor, Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2024

President: Maria Wolfe

Past Co-Presidents: Debbie & Geoff
Coolidge

1st Vice President, Programs: Victor

Lazzari

2nd Vice President, Membership:
Jessica Lepine-Elfus

Secretary: Kim Wendt

Treasurer:
Denise Abruzzese

Directors:

Mike Becker 817-522-2970
Fred Frappier 561-951-8232
Frank Sullivan 561-596-8071
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OUR CONSULTING ROSARIANS

Mike Becker, Master Rosarian 817-522-

2970
Denise Abruzzese, Consulting
Rosarian 631-988-5244

Deb & Geoff Coolidge Debbie
Coolidge 561-313-0077 Geoff Coolidge
561-310-8508

Bill Langford 561-309-3736
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