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Rose Care in India

Author: Denise Abruzzese, President & Consulting Rosarian

Have you ever seen those photos of huge roses with hundreds of flowers in
tiny little pots from India? | always wondered if they were real or
photoshopped. | have confirmed that they are REAL.

Growing roses in containers is nothing new to me; | have almost 75
containerized roses that are mostly European, Florist and Japanese. Many
of these are in 15 gallon containers, but | have two in fairly small pots. For
example, | have both a 'Pretty Polly Pink' and 'Red Cascade' in decorative
hanging pails that are a mere 7" wide and 15" deep. Both of these roses get
huge in the ground. In the pots, they stay small and still flourish. Once a
year, | remove the rose, trim the roots, add soil and repot. So | know it is
possible.

So | couldn't help but wonder: How do these Indian rosarians consistently
get such fantastic results, growing these enormous, healthy, heavy-
blooming roses, in noticeably small containers -- and in such a hot and
humid climate to boot? Well, lets explore one of their methods.

MONTHLY FERTILIZATION METHOD:


















Congratulations to our newly elected officers and Board of

Directors.

We give our sincerest gratitude for the past services for our
dedicated outgoing President, Maria Wolfe. Without you we could
not have survived! Maria will take her place on the Board for the
next two years. We must also thank Fred Frappier and Bill
Langford, both of whom have had various positions in our Rose
Society including President, Board Member and Editor for over 20
years! The knowledge this two have are mindblowing! Also
stepping down is Frank Sullivan who will continue to be active in
the Rose Society but will be fulfilling officer and board positions with
the Hibiscus Society. Good luck to Frank. And thank you to Jessica
Lupine-Elfus for all the work on the Board this past year! We truly
appreciate all of you!
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Congratulations to our friend and
Consulting Rosarian Bill Langford
for receiving the Outstanding
Horticulture Judge Award for the
Deep

South District of the American
Rose Society 2024! Well deserved
and we are so proud of you.
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December Rose Care

by Denise Abruzzese, President & Consulting Rosarian
So December brings us beautiful cool weather and the rains subside.
What's on the menu for rose care this month?

Give your roses a little trim. Remove all dead, diseased or dying canes early
in the month so you have a beautiful healthy flush for Christmas

arrangements.

Roses benefit greatly for organic matter at this time of year as we slow
down the fertilization for December and January giving our roses a winter
rest before heavy pruning. Horse manure from a local horse farm is perfect
for this situation. There are some that will give it to you for free. Make sure
they are feeding organic to the horses and not using weed killers like Round
Up on their grasses. Also any kind of compost. Great Big Roses is an
organic liquid compost you can purchase online and roses love it. Also, you
may want to give a little mulch which also adds organic matter to your
rosebeds.

And of course, you can always give 1/2 to 3/4 cup of organic cornmeal at
the base of each rose and water in to control black spot.

A little extra care every month goes a long way and your roses will
appreciate you. In return they will put on a beautiful show.
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